Susan Brown <susanbrown544@gmail.com>

Fwd: MAY NewsChatter Matters
2 messages
Michele Barton <mbarton@nctv.com>
To: Susan Brown <susanbrown544@gmail.com>

Thu, May 5, 2016 at 9:58 AM

Can you please post this on website and post dates to upcoming events? Chatter matters has info about fall walks that
needs to be changed on website. Also need to remove spring servant and pilgrim lists. Do you normally receive chatter
matters? Thanks so much!! :)
Michele Barton
 Forwarded message 
From: Dayspring Walk to Emmaus <dayspringwalktoemmaus@gmail.com>
Date: May 1, 2016 7:02 AM
Subject: MAY NewsChatter Matters
To: mbarton@nctv.com
Cc:

CHATTER MATTERS
May 2016

Dayspring Walk to
Emmaus
I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.
John 16:33

FALL WALKS
UPDATE

Happy Mother's
Day
May 8 ,2016

Servant Teams are being formed.
Please pray for sponsorship. We
always have a specific need of
more couples to go on the Walks.
Deadline for Pilgrim applications
is July 1, 2016.
Men's Walk #96
Lay Director:

September 811, 2016
Joey Stanfield

Women's Walk #97
Lay Director:

September 1518, 2016
Beth Turner

To obtain Pilgrim applications go to:
www.dayspringwalktoemmaus.com
Send completely filled out and signed applications to:
Beth T. Akins, Registrar at bethtakins@hotmail.com
("t" after beth)
Mail to:

Dayspring Walk to Emmaus
P.O. Box 1312
Statesboro, GA 30459

Ascribe to the Lord
Phone: (912) 6823340
the glory of His
name; worship the
Lord in the
splendor of His
holiness.
MAY GATHERING
Psalm 29:3

Eason's Chapel
Methodist Church**
Jim O. Rogers Road
Claxton, GA 30417
Food, fellowship, praise and worship music,
inspirational Fourth Day Talk, prayer, and Holy
Communion.
Please bring:
*Covered dish to share
*Name badge
*Purple Worship book
**Directions:
From Statesboro area, go to Register, GA on Highway 46. Turn
onto Kennedy Bridge Road and head
South for 9.6 miles. Turn left onto
Jim O. Rogers Road. The church should be in view on the left down
the lane of Eason's Chapel Road.
From Claxton or Metter on Highway 129 turn onto Kennedy Bridge Road
heading north. Go 1.3 miles and turn Right onto Jim O. Rogers Road. The
church should be in view on the left down the lane of Eason's Chapel Road

WISE and UNWISE
SPONSORSHIP
Blessed are those
who have learned
to acclaim You,
who walk in the
light of Your
presence, O Lord.
Psalm 89:15

Sponsorship is the act of your revisiting the
Walk to Emmaus experience with the
person whom God has laid on your heart.
Sponsorship requires extensive prayer, diligent thought,
and careful planning and followthrough.
Emmaus is not a place where the local church sends its
problem members to get them "straightened out," nor is it
an evangelistic tool to make "new Christians." Emmaus is
meant to strengthen church leaders. Viewing the Walk to
Emmaus as a hospital to cure all ills will weaken the
community. Pray and work to strengthen and renew the
church.
Praying is the first step in sponsorship. Commit the
process to God. We release to God our control, our
desires, and our expectations. As Jesus exemplified while
praying in the garden (Matthew 26:4142), we too must
put ourselves in the position of allowing God to work
through us. As we spend this time in prayer; we need to
empty ourselves of self to be filled with God's instruction,
God's timing, and God's person for us to sponsor.
Unwise sponsorship would be sponsoring those who are
currently in emotional distress such as recent loss of a
loved one, divorce proceedings, work downsizing
situations, those recovering from recent surgeries, and
those with protracted health problems. These situations
may absorb these persons completely and they will have a
difficult time concentrating on Jesus Christ and their
relationship with Him for seventytwo hours. Pray for
wisdomwaiting to sponsor them after these issues are
resolved would be wiser. God's timing is perfect.
Wise sponsorship would be sponsoring people who are
committed to living a life that is pleasing to God, those
who want to grow and increase their knowledge and
understanding of God and His will.
(Taken from Sponsorship, The Emmaus Library, The
Upper Room).

Humble yourselves,
therefore under
God's mighty hand,

that He may lift you
up in due time.
1 Peter 5:16

CHRYSALIS Takes Flight in June
Chrysalis is for ages 1518 and is geared toward high school age
students.
The girls will take their "flights" one week ahead of the boys.
The Chrysalis flights for our area take place at Tattnall
Campground.

But as for me, I
watching hope for
the Lord, I wait for
God my Savior;
God will hear me.
Micah 7:7

Girls' Chrysalis
Lay Director

June 912, 2016
Barbara Cowart

Boys' Chrysalis
Lay Director

June 1619, 2016
Rusty Thompson

Butterfly and Servant Applications can be found at:
www.dayspringwalktoemmaus.com
Please complete and send applications to:
feliciaodum81@gmail.com
Mail applications to:

Felicia Odum
245 Sam Green Road
Claxton, GA 30417

For more information for servants or flights, please call
(912)2820678.

Harry Martin
Dayspring Walk to Emmaus #15, Table of Peter
"I grew up in a Christian home with wonderful parents and one older brother. My daddy
taught me responsibility as we helped him cut cabbage, pull turnips, and my job was to milk
the cow. All this was done before we went to school, my daddy owned the school bus, so we
were never late.
Sadly my daddy died when I was 16, bringing more responsibility for my brother and me. We
attended Cedar Creek Church, however there was only one service per month.
About two years later I met someone who made the greatest difference in my life. Three and
one half years later Martha and I were married living near Fort Jackson, SC where I was
stationed with the U. S. Army. Martha growing up in a church with activities such as Sunday
school, Bible studies and MYF had made a difference. I had missed those things. I could see
how it had affected her. We started reading and memorizing scripture and were active in
church where ever we lived.
After leaving active duty, I went into full time work with the Army National Guard continuing to
wear a uniform every day for 36 days.

For nothing is
impossible with
God.
Luke 1:37

I always felt so blessed that Martha took such good care of our home and our 4 sons when I
had to be way. As the boys went to college and jobs we began to have more time to do Bible
studies, mission trips, volunteer activities, etc.
All along the way God put many people in our lives that were a true blessing and He still
does this. I could never begin to mane all of those wonderful people from all walks of life.
Some of these were wonderful Bible study teachers. I came to see that the Bible is truly the
living word of God, the words have power in them because they are God's word. I feel as He
speaks to me His words live in me and enable me to be obedient.

Life has been good with so many joys and blessings mixed in with heartaches and many
tears. During the happiest times and during the sadist times, I always knew that God was
with me. I never felt His presence any stronger than I did during the illness and death of our
1st son, Eddie who died at 39 years of age with ALS.

I know God's timing is always right. It was after my retirement and Eddie's death that we met
new friends from Mississippi at a Bible study at Junaluska, NC. They had been on Cursio,
and they wanted to sponsor us. We agreed and sent in the applications. Mrs. Sue Jordon
heard about it and said "No you can't do that! You have to go to Tattnall on the Emmaus
Walk."
Martha and I signed up for Walk #15 and #16. In 1987. I had no idea what to expect. I had
been to lots of camps in the Military, but none was anything like the Emmaus Walks! My
experience on the Emmaus Walk has been one of the high light of my life. I saw God's love
in many faces and many ways during that weekend. I carried a lot of baggage down there

and when I came home I left it there. All my 4th Days have been better. I have learned to not
worry about things that I can't do anything about. I also have learned that if God has
something for you to do, He will give you the time and energy and enable you to do it.
Martha and I have been married 63 years, we contribute that to doing things together,
reading the Bible and praying together each day. It doesn't hurt to read the Bible through
each year. Each time I read with a seeking heart, I get a fresh word from God.
"We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps." Proverbs 16:9
The Lord has blessed me more than I deserve. On January 30, 2016, I was 85 years old and
I have good health. I had a knee replacement in August 2015 and I am walking good without
any pain, for this I am truly thankful and I praise the Lord every day for it. The
encouragement and inspiration that I continue to receive from the Emmaus Community will
always be a blessing."
DeColores,
Harry Martin
Hmmartin52@yahoo.com

Pilgrim's Progress
Gayle McKenzie
"I was spiraling out of control.
Like a speeding, reckless car on
a curvy, mountainous road. I was
a wreck waiting on a place to
happen. Living in a lost and dying
world that I fit into perfectly. You
see, I was saved years agobut
had turned and run from the Lord
to the ways of the world. God had
been dealing with me about this,
just as Satan was putting up a
fight too.
Until someone knows where you
have beenwhere you come from
they won't understand where you currently are and why you are the
person you are. I compare my story/life to that of the
caterpillar/butterfly. The first stage of the caterpillars' life is ugly and
unattractive; much like me. Then he goes thru a renewal process
and is changed into a beautiful butterfly. He goes thru the process
of eating & eating, then his skin cracks and he sheds his skin
multiple times; just as I shed layers of my skin/life. Layers of bad &
ugly to get to where I am today. Just as the caterpillar had to go
thru metamorphous to get to the beautiful butterfly, I also had to
shed my ugly sin to get to the beautiful child of God that I am today.
God led me out of the dark cesspool I called my life. He removed
my stained rags and dressed me in his fine garments. He took

things from me most people struggle years with. If God had not
saved me from the hell I called life, I am sure I would have died in
the midst of it and went to a sinners hellforever.
My story.

God is spirit, and
His worshipers
must worship in
spirit and truth.
John 4:24

I was saved many years ago. As a teenager I walked the aisle,
prayed the sinner's prayer and was baptized. I never really thought
I had a story. I haven't always been the happy, friendly person I am
now. I once was a quiet, scared, shy girl who flew below the radar
to keep from drawing attention. I was never a pretty nor popular
girl. I was always the last person chosen; for anything. I was only
chosen then because the other kids had to let me participate in
whatever was going on. I was picked on and bullied (yes way back
then it occurred, just never addressed or corrected) for many years.
This took a toll on my selfesteem and confidence (I had none). I
was afraid to defend myself and no one else would do it either.
Even the adults that were supposed to be protecting me were often
times the ones abusing me; in more ways than one. I had to seek
professional help at a young preschool age. The abuse did not
stop for years. I cried silently; no one heard me nor came to my
rescue. The ones I trusted let me down. I was so alone. I felt so
unloved. Unwanted. Abused. Hurting. Undone. Soiled. Ruined.
I was raised in church. My mom would occasionally attend with us.
Very rarely dad would attend. I was raised around a lot of cussing
and drinking and whoring around at clubs. So naturally it would
appeal to me. And it did. Mom passed away when I was 13 and I
call that my "Come out the shell year". I hit the floor running. Wide
open. I started smoking cigarettes and drinking beer, liquor, wine,
moonshine. You name, I drank it. I would get so stupid drunk that I
would black out and have no memory of what I had done or where I
had been; but most importantly how I had gotten where I was. I
was finally cool. Everyone liked me. I had friends. I was "loud in the
crowd" and the "clown of the party". This behavior continued until
the birth of my children. I stopped the party scene and raised my
children. My husband and friends continued partying without me
which caused a lot of misery and problems in my marriage. But
someone had to be the sober adult to see to the children. I did this
willingly; because I loved my children very much and told them and
tried to show them the best I could. It was hard to give what you
never received; but I really felt that I did a good job (my youngest
son told me just last night that during their childhood years I was
"unstable"; and maybe I was. Is it any wonder? Somewhere during
this time my daddy died. He was my rock. I needed him. I really
came unglued. Again had to seek professional help. Yes my life
was very much out of control). I even started going to church with
the boys and really loved going. None of the other family would
attend, and after a while we stopped going all together.
After the children were on up in age I stepped back into my life of
sin like I had never missed a beat. I always felt empty, unfinished,
soiled, guilty, searching, wanting and in need of something that I
could never find. One night in the middle of one of my drunken
stupors, I had an encounter with God. He told me to get out of my
current situation, get sober and never look back. I obeyed. I felt the
presence of the Holy Spirit and knew the conviction of my sins. I
prayed to God during this time and accepted Jesus as my Savior.
Accepting, believing, confessing, and repenting. I began attending
the "Living Room Baptist Church", where I watched church on TV
while sitting on my couch. This went on for about a year when the
conviction to get into a bible based church with other believers

conviction to get into a bible based church with other believers
occurred. Again I obeyed. I had been attending and serving in this
church about 3 years (without my husband; he was still in the world
and partying). I was approached several times about attending the
DWTE and declined each invitation; until the last one. I felt the time
was perfect (my husband was now in church and had been saved).
I asked my husband, and he declined. I went anyways. I have
never regretted that decision.
My physical and spiritual eyes were opened. While at the
campground I had many encounters with the Holy Spirit. One of
which was to rededicate my life to Christ (in secret yet again, I am
being prideful still at this point). When I got home I really got some
heated UP conviction. I went to my Pastor and we talked and
decided that maybe I was never "Saved" to begin with. So before
my church I publically professed my salvation and followed up with
the believer's baptism.
I came home on Fire for the Lord. I have become more involved in
my church and my son's church also. I went back to DWTE as a
servant the very next walk, and the one after that one too. I believe
the blessings I received as a servant were greater than those I
received as a pilgrim. My husband finally went thru the Men's
DWTE #94 and has come home on fire like I did. He finally "Gets
it".
I am so blessed and intend to share God's rich blessings with
others. I am now praying for God's guidance on selecting someone
to sponsor for the next walk. I pray that whomever it is, that they
will receive the blessings that my husband and I have received. I
personally want to thank the Emmaus Community for making my
pilgrimage the great experience and blessing that it was. I will truly
embrace those memories and the Agape love shown to me for the
remainder of my life. "
DeColores! & God Bless.
Gayle McKenzie
DWTE #91
Table of Deborah

2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 1
FALL WALKS

Servant Applications Deadline for

May 21
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Eason's Chapel

June 9
Chrysalis
Campground)

8:00 p.m.

Community
SendOff Girls'

(All Chrysalis Activities will be held at Tattnall

June 11
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Girls'

June 12
Chrysalis

4:00 p.m.

Closing Girls'

June 16
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

SendOff Boys'

June 18
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Boys'

June 19
Chrysalis

4:00 p.m.

Closing Boys'

June 25
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Eastside Chapel

Community

July 1
WALKS

Pilgrim Applications Deadline for FALL

July 23
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.

August 27
GATHERING
September 8
#96
Campground)

Community

(Camp Meeting at Tattnall Campground)
6:00 p.m.
Community
Nevil's United Methodist Church
6:45 p.m.

SendOff Men's Walk

(All Walk Activities will be held at Tattnall

September 10
Walk #96

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Men's

September 11
#96

4:00 p.m.

Closing Men's Walk

September 15
Walk #97

6:45 p.m.

SendOff Women's

September 17
Women's #97

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight

September 18
Walk #97

4:00 p.m.

Closing Women's

September 23
Campground

7:00 p.m.

PIO Party @

September 27
Spirit

6:30 p.m.

Sustaining the

October 24
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Community
Brooklet Methodist Church

December 3
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Community
Statesboro First United Methodist

(Statesboro First United Methodist Church)

Miriam Edenfield
almimifarm@gmail.com

DWTE #69, Table of Leah

, Dayspring Emmaus Community, P.O. Box 1312, Statesboro, GA 30459
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Will do
Sent from my iPhone
On May 5, 2016, at 9:58 AM, Michele Barton <mbarton@nctv.com> wrote:
Can you please post this on website and post dates to upcoming events? Chatter matters has info about
fall walks that needs to be changed on website. Also need to remove spring servant and pilgrim lists. Do
you normally receive chatter matters? Thanks so much!! :)
Michele Barton
 Forwarded message 
From: Dayspring Walk to Emmaus <dayspringwalktoemmaus@gmail.com>
Date: May 1, 2016 7:02 AM
Subject: MAY NewsChatter Matters
To: mbarton@nctv.com
Cc:

CHATTER MATTERS
May 2016

Dayspring Walk to
Emmaus

I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.
John 16:33

FALL WALKS
UPDATE
Servant Teams are being formed.
Please pray for sponsorship. We
always have a specific need of
more couples to go on the Walks.
Deadline for Pilgrim applications
is July 1, 2016.
Happy Mother's
Day
May 8 ,2016

Men's Walk #96
Lay Director:

September 811, 2016
Joey Stanfield

Women's Walk #97
Lay Director:

September 1518, 2016
Beth Turner

To obtain Pilgrim applications go to:
www.dayspringwalktoemmaus.com
Send completely filled out and signed applications to:
Beth T. Akins, Registrar at bethtakins@hotmail.com
("t" after beth)
Mail to:

Dayspring Walk to Emmaus
P.O. Box 1312
Statesboro, GA 30459

Phone: (912) 6823340

MAY GATHERING
Ascribe to the Lord
the glory of His
name; worship the
Lord in the
splendor of His
holiness.
Psalm 29:3

Eason's Chapel
Methodist Church**
Jim O. Rogers Road
Claxton, GA 30417
Food, fellowship, praise and worship music,
inspirational Fourth Day Talk, prayer, and Holy
Communion.
Please bring:
*Covered dish to share
*Name badge
*Purple Worship book
**Directions:
From Statesboro area, go to Register, GA on Highway 46. Turn
onto Kennedy Bridge Road and head
South for 9.6 miles. Turn left onto
Jim O. Rogers Road. The church should be in view on the left down
the lane of Eason's Chapel Road.
From Claxton or Metter on Highway 129 turn onto Kennedy Bridge Road

heading north. Go 1.3 miles and turn Right onto Jim O. Rogers Road. The
church should be in view on the left down the lane of Eason's Chapel Road

WISE and UNWISE
SPONSORSHIP
Sponsorship is the act of your revisiting the
Walk to Emmaus experience with the
person whom God has laid on your heart.
Sponsorship requires extensive prayer, diligent thought,
and careful planning and followthrough.

Blessed are those
who have learned
to acclaim You,
who walk in the
light of Your
presence, O Lord.
Psalm 89:15

Emmaus is not a place where the local church sends its
problem members to get them "straightened out," nor is it
an evangelistic tool to make "new Christians." Emmaus is
meant to strengthen church leaders. Viewing the Walk to
Emmaus as a hospital to cure all ills will weaken the
community. Pray and work to strengthen and renew the
church.
Praying is the first step in sponsorship. Commit the
process to God. We release to God our control, our
desires, and our expectations. As Jesus exemplified while
praying in the garden (Matthew 26:4142), we too must
put ourselves in the position of allowing God to work
through us. As we spend this time in prayer; we need to
empty ourselves of self to be filled with God's instruction,
God's timing, and God's person for us to sponsor.
Unwise sponsorship would be sponsoring those who are
currently in emotional distress such as recent loss of a
loved one, divorce proceedings, work downsizing
situations, those recovering from recent surgeries, and
those with protracted health problems. These situations
may absorb these persons completely and they will have a
difficult time concentrating on Jesus Christ and their
relationship with Him for seventytwo hours. Pray for
wisdomwaiting to sponsor them after these issues are
resolved would be wiser. God's timing is perfect.
Wise sponsorship would be sponsoring people who are
committed to living a life that is pleasing to God, those
who want to grow and increase their knowledge and
understanding of God and His will.
(Taken from Sponsorship, The Emmaus Library, The
Upper Room).

CHRYSALIS Takes Flight in June
Humble yourselves,
therefore under
God's mighty hand,
that He may lift you
up in due time.
1 Peter 5:16

Chrysalis is for ages 1518 and is geared toward high school age
students.
The girls will take their "flights" one week ahead of the boys.
The Chrysalis flights for our area take place at Tattnall
Campground.
Girls' Chrysalis
Lay Director

June 912, 2016
Barbara Cowart

Boys' Chrysalis
Lay Director

June 1619, 2016
Rusty Thompson

Butterfly and Servant Applications can be found at:
www.dayspringwalktoemmaus.com
Please complete and send applications to:
feliciaodum81@gmail.com
Mail applications to:

But as for me, I
watching hope for
the Lord, I wait for
God my Savior;
God will hear me.
Micah 7:7

Felicia Odum
245 Sam Green Road
Claxton, GA 30417

For more information for servants or flights, please call
(912)2820678.

Harry Martin
Dayspring Walk to Emmaus #15, Table of Peter
"I grew up in a Christian home with wonderful parents and one older brother. My daddy
taught me responsibility as we helped him cut cabbage, pull turnips, and my job was to milk
the cow. All this was done before we went to school, my daddy owned the school bus, so we
were never late.
Sadly my daddy died when I was 16, bringing more responsibility for my brother and me. We
attended Cedar Creek Church, however there was only one service per month.
About two years later I met someone who made the greatest difference in my life. Three and
one half years later Martha and I were married living near Fort Jackson, SC where I was
stationed with the U. S. Army. Martha growing up in a church with activities such as Sunday
school, Bible studies and MYF had made a difference. I had missed those things. I could see
how it had affected her. We started reading and memorizing scripture and were active in
church where ever we lived.
After leaving active duty, I went into full time work with the Army National Guard continuing to
wear a uniform every day for 36 days.
I always felt so blessed that Martha took such good care of our home and our 4 sons when I
had to be way. As the boys went to college and jobs we began to have more time to do Bible
studies, mission trips, volunteer activities, etc.
All along the way God put many people in our lives that were a true blessing and He still
does this. I could never begin to mane all of those wonderful people from all walks of life.
Some of these were wonderful Bible study teachers. I came to see that the Bible is truly the
living word of God, the words have power in them because they are God's word. I feel as He

speaks to me His words live in me and enable me to be obedient.
Life has been good with so many joys and blessings mixed in with heartaches and many
tears. During the happiest times and during the sadist times, I always knew that God was
with me. I never felt His presence any stronger than I did during the illness and death of our
1st son, Eddie who died at 39 years of age with ALS.

For nothing is
impossible with
God.
Luke 1:37

I know God's timing is always right. It was after my retirement and Eddie's death that we met
new friends from Mississippi at a Bible study at Junaluska, NC. They had been on Cursio,
and they wanted to sponsor us. We agreed and sent in the applications. Mrs. Sue Jordon
heard about it and said "No you can't do that! You have to go to Tattnall on the Emmaus
Walk."
Martha and I signed up for Walk #15 and #16. In 1987. I had no idea what to expect. I had
been to lots of camps in the Military, but none was anything like the Emmaus Walks! My
experience on the Emmaus Walk has been one of the high light of my life. I saw God's love
in many faces and many ways during that weekend. I carried a lot of baggage down there

and when I came home I left it there. All my 4th Days have been better. I have learned to not
worry about things that I can't do anything about. I also have learned that if God has
something for you to do, He will give you the time and energy and enable you to do it.
Martha and I have been married 63 years, we contribute that to doing things together,
reading the Bible and praying together each day. It doesn't hurt to read the Bible through
each year. Each time I read with a seeking heart, I get a fresh word from God.
"We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps." Proverbs 16:9
The Lord has blessed me more than I deserve. On January 30, 2016, I was 85 years old and
I have good health. I had a knee replacement in August 2015 and I am walking good without
any pain, for this I am truly thankful and I praise the Lord every day for it. The
encouragement and inspiration that I continue to receive from the Emmaus Community will
always be a blessing."
DeColores,
Harry Martin
Hmmartin52@yahoo.com

Pilgrim's Progress
Gayle McKenzie
"I was spiraling out of control.
Like a speeding, reckless car on
a curvy, mountainous road. I was
a wreck waiting on a place to
happen. Living in a lost and dying
world that I fit into perfectly. You
see, I was saved years agobut
had turned and run from the Lord
to the ways of the world. God had
been dealing with me about this,
just as Satan was putting up a
fight too.
Until someone knows where you
have beenwhere you come from
they won't understand where you currently are and why you are the
person you are. I compare my story/life to that of the
caterpillar/butterfly. The first stage of the caterpillars' life is ugly and
unattractive; much like me. Then he goes thru a renewal process
and is changed into a beautiful butterfly. He goes thru the process
of eating & eating, then his skin cracks and he sheds his skin
multiple times; just as I shed layers of my skin/life. Layers of bad &
ugly to get to where I am today. Just as the caterpillar had to go
thru metamorphous to get to the beautiful butterfly, I also had to
shed my ugly sin to get to the beautiful child of God that I am today.
God led me out of the dark cesspool I called my life. He removed

my stained rags and dressed me in his fine garments. He took
things from me most people struggle years with. If God had not
saved me from the hell I called life, I am sure I would have died in
the midst of it and went to a sinners hellforever.
My story.
I was saved many years ago. As a teenager I walked the aisle,
prayed the sinner's prayer and was baptized. I never really thought
I had a story. I haven't always been the happy, friendly person I am
now. I once was a quiet, scared, shy girl who flew below the radar
to keep from drawing attention. I was never a pretty nor popular
girl. I was always the last person chosen; for anything. I was only
chosen then because the other kids had to let me participate in
whatever was going on. I was picked on and bullied (yes way back
then it occurred, just never addressed or corrected) for many years.
This took a toll on my selfesteem and confidence (I had none). I
was afraid to defend myself and no one else would do it either.
Even the adults that were supposed to be protecting me were often
times the ones abusing me; in more ways than one. I had to seek
professional help at a young preschool age. The abuse did not
stop for years. I cried silently; no one heard me nor came to my
rescue. The ones I trusted let me down. I was so alone. I felt so
unloved. Unwanted. Abused. Hurting. Undone. Soiled. Ruined.

God is spirit, and
His worshipers
must worship in
spirit and truth.
John 4:24

I was raised in church. My mom would occasionally attend with us.
Very rarely dad would attend. I was raised around a lot of cussing
and drinking and whoring around at clubs. So naturally it would
appeal to me. And it did. Mom passed away when I was 13 and I
call that my "Come out the shell year". I hit the floor running. Wide
open. I started smoking cigarettes and drinking beer, liquor, wine,
moonshine. You name, I drank it. I would get so stupid drunk that I
would black out and have no memory of what I had done or where I
had been; but most importantly how I had gotten where I was. I
was finally cool. Everyone liked me. I had friends. I was "loud in the
crowd" and the "clown of the party". This behavior continued until
the birth of my children. I stopped the party scene and raised my
children. My husband and friends continued partying without me
which caused a lot of misery and problems in my marriage. But
someone had to be the sober adult to see to the children. I did this
willingly; because I loved my children very much and told them and
tried to show them the best I could. It was hard to give what you
never received; but I really felt that I did a good job (my youngest
son told me just last night that during their childhood years I was
"unstable"; and maybe I was. Is it any wonder? Somewhere during
this time my daddy died. He was my rock. I needed him. I really
came unglued. Again had to seek professional help. Yes my life
was very much out of control). I even started going to church with
the boys and really loved going. None of the other family would
attend, and after a while we stopped going all together.
After the children were on up in age I stepped back into my life of
sin like I had never missed a beat. I always felt empty, unfinished,
soiled, guilty, searching, wanting and in need of something that I
could never find. One night in the middle of one of my drunken
stupors, I had an encounter with God. He told me to get out of my
current situation, get sober and never look back. I obeyed. I felt the
presence of the Holy Spirit and knew the conviction of my sins. I
prayed to God during this time and accepted Jesus as my Savior.
Accepting, believing, confessing, and repenting. I began attending
the "Living Room Baptist Church", where I watched church on TV

while sitting on my couch. This went on for about a year when the
conviction to get into a bible based church with other believers
occurred. Again I obeyed. I had been attending and serving in this
church about 3 years (without my husband; he was still in the world
and partying). I was approached several times about attending the
DWTE and declined each invitation; until the last one. I felt the time
was perfect (my husband was now in church and had been saved).
I asked my husband, and he declined. I went anyways. I have
never regretted that decision.
My physical and spiritual eyes were opened. While at the
campground I had many encounters with the Holy Spirit. One of
which was to rededicate my life to Christ (in secret yet again, I am
being prideful still at this point). When I got home I really got some
heated UP conviction. I went to my Pastor and we talked and
decided that maybe I was never "Saved" to begin with. So before
my church I publically professed my salvation and followed up with
the believer's baptism.
I came home on Fire for the Lord. I have become more involved in
my church and my son's church also. I went back to DWTE as a
servant the very next walk, and the one after that one too. I believe
the blessings I received as a servant were greater than those I
received as a pilgrim. My husband finally went thru the Men's
DWTE #94 and has come home on fire like I did. He finally "Gets
it".
I am so blessed and intend to share God's rich blessings with
others. I am now praying for God's guidance on selecting someone
to sponsor for the next walk. I pray that whomever it is, that they
will receive the blessings that my husband and I have received. I
personally want to thank the Emmaus Community for making my
pilgrimage the great experience and blessing that it was. I will truly
embrace those memories and the Agape love shown to me for the
remainder of my life. "
DeColores! & God Bless.
Gayle McKenzie
DWTE #91
Table of Deborah

2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 1
FALL WALKS

Servant Applications Deadline for

May 21
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Eason's Chapel

June 9
Chrysalis
Campground)

8:00 p.m.

Community
SendOff Girls'

(All Chrysalis Activities will be held at Tattnall

June 11
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Girls'

June 12

4:00 p.m.

Closing Girls'

Chrysalis
June 16
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

SendOff Boys'

June 18
Chrysalis

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Boys'

June 19
Chrysalis

4:00 p.m.

Closing Boys'

June 25
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Eastside Chapel

Community

July 1
WALKS

Pilgrim Applications Deadline for FALL

July 23
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.

August 27
GATHERING
September 8
#96
Campground)

Community

(Camp Meeting at Tattnall Campground)
6:00 p.m.
Community
Nevil's United Methodist Church
6:45 p.m.

SendOff Men's Walk

(All Walk Activities will be held at Tattnall

September 10
Walk #96

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight Men's

September 11
#96

4:00 p.m.

Closing Men's Walk

September 15
Walk #97

6:45 p.m.

SendOff Women's

September 17
Women's #97

8:00 p.m.

Candlelight

September 18
Walk #97

4:00 p.m.

Closing Women's

September 23
Campground

7:00 p.m.

PIO Party @

September 27
Spirit

6:30 p.m.

Sustaining the

October 24
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Community
Brooklet Methodist Church

December 3
GATHERING

6:00 p.m.
Community
Statesboro First United Methodist

Miriam Edenfield

(Statesboro First United Methodist Church)

almimifarm@gmail.com
DWTE #69, Table of Leah
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